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Summary Report 
 

The goal of this project was to discover what happened to Jacques (Jacob) Kettering, born on 26 
April 1850 in Nehwiller-pres-Woerth. 

Background 

You requested my assistance by email on 11 November 2025, asking for me to find any trace in 
America of Jacques (Jacob) Kettering, with the following details specified: 

• Born: 26 April 1850, in Nehwiller near Woerth 
• Married to Louise Mori on 24 April 1876, in Nehwiller near Woerth 
• Possibly immigrated to America after January 1879, possibly to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Summary of findings 

I did locate an individual that is very likely the same Jacob Kettering in the Pittsburgh area. He 
reports a matching month and year of birth on the 1900 U.S. Census, at which time he is living 
on Natchez Street in Pittsburgh with a wife named Wilhelmina, and two daughters named 
Sophia and Mary. His death record on 11 January 1919 also reports the same birth date, giving 
me high confidence that the correct individual is located. 

His Declaration of Intent to Naturalize on 30 March 1896 provides an arrival date of 4 March 
1881 in New York, which sufficiently matches a passenger list that indicates arrival in New York 
City on 7 March 1881 on a ship originating from La Havre, France. He appears without a spouse 
or any children on the passenger list, appearing to be traveling with a 17 year male named 
Antonie Lugman. 

I did not locate any records associated with the first spouse, Louise Mori.  She likely died prior to 
6 December 1894, because on that date Jacob married a Wilhelmina Lutz, and it indicates on 
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that marriage record that both he and Wilhelmina had previous spouses who were deceased. 
Jacob did have two daughters living with him in the 1900 census, a Sophia Kettering born 1878, 
and a Mary Kettering born November 1885. Both daughters are indicated as having been born 
in Pennsylvania, although it seems likely that Sophia was actually born back in Europe since her 
birth appears to be prior to her father’s immigration date. 

Jacob appears on city directories in 1897 and 1899, and in both he is indicated as living at 41 
Natchez Street in Pittsburgh, and working as a laborer. In the 1900 census he is still living at the 
same location, and his occupation is listed as a Boat Fireman. 

I did not find him in the 1910 census. I searched the database with a variety of permutations of 
the name, but did not find any likely candidates for him. That may suggest that he was not in 
the Pittsburgh area in 1910, and a wider search would be necessary to locate him. 

His death record indicates that he died on 11 January 1919, a widower, from cirrhosis of the 
liver, at Allegheny County Home in Woodville, a Pennsylvania, and that he was buried on 13 
January 1919.  

Further avenues of research 

Jacob’s whereabouts in the 1910 census remain unknown, and locating him in that census could 
help find out whether he spent any significant time elsewhere other than Pittsburgh after 
immigrating there in 1881.  

The fate of the first wife, Louise Mori, remains largely unknown, besides her having died prior to 
Jacob’s remarriage in 1894. Further research could yield confirmation whether she also 
immigrated separately to America, and whether Sophia and Mary were her progeny. 

Further research could be conducted on the daughters, Sophia and Mary, and other children of 
Jacob may be possible.  
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Appendix 1: Family Chart 
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Appendix 2: Sources with images 
 

Census Records. USA. Pittsburg City, Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 7 June 1990. GETTERING, Jacob 
(Head). ED 324. p. 5. Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4114971_00664?pId=51447
645 : accessed 12 November 2025. 
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Deaths (CR) USA. Department of Health, Pennsylvania.  11 January 1919. KETTERING, Jacob. File 
No. 1241. Registered Number 41. Ancestry.com. Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-
1972. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406259_0581-
00253?pId=1820337 : accessed 12 November 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://briandoesgenealogy.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406259_0581-00253?pId=1820337
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406259_0581-00253?pId=1820337


6 
 

(208) 994-4679 | brian@briandoesgenealogy.com | 5936 W Grandview Dr, Boise, ID 83709 | briandoesgenealogy.com 
 

Marriages (CR) USA. Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. 26 April 1850. KETTERING, Jacob and SUB, 
Mena. Vol. 31-21. No. 21926. Ancestry.com. Pennsylvania, U.S., Marriages, 1852-1968. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1951-20614-8289-
26?pId=3229473 : accessed 12 November 2025.
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Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, USA. Declaration of Intention [to Naturalize]. KETTERING, 
Jacob. 30 March 1896. Ancestry.com. Pennsylvania, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records, 1795-
1945. https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134197-
00761?pId=363619 : accessed 12 November 2025. 
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Passenger list of the ship Caldera arriving in New York City from La Havre, France. KETTERING, 
Jacob, age 34. 7 Mar 1881. National Archives. Microfilm Serial or NAID: M237. Ancestry.com. 
New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists (including Castle Garden and Ellis Island), 
1820-1957. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/11128994?tid=207146136&pid=24
2709911670&ssrc=pt : accessed 12 November 2025. 
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City Directory of Pittsburgh. KETTERING, Jacob. 1897. Ancestry.com. U.S. City Directories, 1822-
1995. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/2880966?pId=179517467 : 
accessed 12 November 2025. 
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City Directory of Pittsburgh. KETTERING, Jacob. 1899. Ancestry.com. U.S. City Directories, 1822-
1995. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/2608912?pId=147811543 : 
accessed 12 November 2025 
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